Oxford and its Story

one open, indicate a type of crypt which is generally
held not to have been used later than the beginning
of the twelfth century. The essential features of this
type were that: the vault of the crypt was raised some
feet above the level of the floor of the nave, and that
both from the north and south side of the nave steps
Jed down into the crypt. And in some cases there
were central steps as well, or at least some opening
from the nave. Here then, as at Repton, you have
indications of this type, for behind, each of theblocked-
up doorways is a passage leading to some steps or clear
traces of steps, and the central archway may have
provided originally an opening to the nave, through
which a shrine may have been visible, or else a
communication by central steps.

The entrance to this remarkable crypt, with its
vaulting of semi-circular arches of hewn stone, is from
the outside. The crypt has capitals of a peculiar
design to several of the shafts, and four of the bases
ornamented with spurs formed, by the heads of lizard-
shaped animals.1 The chancel and the south doorway
afford remarkably rich examples of the late Norman
style. The fifteenth-century porch, with a room over
it, somewhat hides, but has doubtless protected the
latter. The early decorated tower, the exterior
arcading of the chancel, the unique groining of the
sanctuary ("S. Peter's Chain "), and the two beauti-
ful decorated windows on the north, and the early
English arcade of the nave, are all worthy of remark
in this interesting church*a

Of the old Church of S. Ebbe fS. .ffibba was the
sister of S. Oswald), which was rebuilt in  1814 and
again partially in 1869, nothing now remains save the
stonework of a very rich late Norman doorway, which
1 A dragon is carved on one of the capitals.   The dragon,
like the fish, was commonly used aw a sign of Christianity.
3 The keys of the Church are kept at 40 High Street.
Fee, 6d.
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